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Why is a building erected ? It is to meet a need. What
can be more interesting and practical than an outward
expression of what that need is ? A direct indication of
purpose is in fact, in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, one
of the requirements of the programme handed to the
architect. The few cases where disguise is a requirement
are purely individual, and are not of sufficient general
importance to discuss.

Freedom to suggest in elevation the character of purpose
is therefore desirable, and this can only be secured where
structure is not too insistent. The fact, for example, that a
stanchion in a particular position in a system of structure
destroys the possibility of an adequate entrance to a building
supplies sufficient justification for the moving of the stan-
chion. The logic of the stanchion's location in the original
position is of much less interest to everybody than the
spaciousness of the doorway.

We have seen that the effort throughout history has been
to enclose space, and that a certain degree of freedom in the
subdivision of space was achieved in Mediaeval architecture,
and we have witnessed in Renaissance times the com-
parative divorce of the fa9ade from the structural elements
behind it. The next step in the sequence of development
would seem to be that in which buildings may ideally con-
sist of covered and enclosed space with the greatest possible
liberty in subdivision, and facades which are free agents for
* expression/

The desire to achieve this liberty in plan and elevation lies
behind modern plan design and elevational expression. The
ideal to be sought in structural layout is the maximum non-
interference with pure form as required for the expression
of various units of the building, together with the maximum